. commentletters - Comment Letter — Sediment and Temperature TMDL 1 the Scolt River Watershed

/__ﬁ__—‘—‘_—h_ﬁ
6/7/06 Bd Mtg: Scott River-

B o liem  Deadline 5/ 10/06
From: Patricia Stever <p.stever@yahoo.com>

To: <commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov>

Date: “Tue, May 9, 2006 7:19 PM

Subject: Comment Letter — Sediment and Temperature TMDL in the Scott River Watershed
May 10, 2006

State Water Resources Control Board

Attn.:  Song Her, Clerk of the Board
1001 | Street

Sacramento CA 95814

Subject: Comment Letter — Sediment and Temperature TMDL in the Scott River W

Dear Ms. Her:

As a concerned citizen and rural land owner in California ! oppose any action by the State Water
Resources Control Board to try to adjust the water rights of farmers and ranchers in the Scott River
Watershed in order to meet temperature goals that are the subject of the Scott River TMDL for
Temperature and Sediment. If you undermine the Scott River water rights, we can only anticipate that you
will be attacking water rights elsewhere in the state next. '

According to reports of the Water Board's prior workshop on this matter, the reason that the
Water Board is considering this action is due to its interpretation of Justice Robie’s decision of February 9,
2006, dealing with the Bay Delta Proceeding. That case deait with the unique circumstances of the San
Francisco Bay Delta, and the permitting and operations of the State and Federal Water Projects, and has
no application to the Scott River TMDL or any other TMDL. In particular, we are unaware of any flow
objectives being established outside of the Bay Delta, and the Robie decision imposes no obligation on
the State Water Board or Regional Water Boards to establish them. or to implement them through water
right decisions if they were established. We also doubt the Water Board's authority to impose a flow
standard or adjust water rights in order to implement the federal requirements of 2a TMDL..

Cooperative conservation efforts show great success in achieving water quality objectives, in the Scott
River and throughout California, and there is no reason to undercut the good faith efforts of farmers and
ranchers by attacking their livelihood, which is dependant on their water rights.

As a> member of a county Farm Bureau in California, | am concerned about regulatory matters that affect

_ water rights in this state and impact rural land owners. | ask you to please not impose these regulations on
farmers and ranchers in the Scott River Watershed

Sincerely,

Patricia L. Stever

cc: Tony Francois, California Farm Bureau Federation

Talk is cheap. Use Yahoo! Messenger to make PC-to-Phone calls. Great rates starting at 1&cent;/min.

cC: <afrancois@cfbf.com=>




